
Gold Standard Diagnostics Solver Instructions 

A. Installing the Solver Add-in

Check that the Solver add-in is enabled in Excel. 

If you see a “Solver” button in the Analysis group of the Data tab, then Solver is enabled. 

If the Solver is not enabled, you will need to install it (this is a free add-on) 

1. Click the file tab on the
top left of your screen

2. Select Options (near the
bottom of the drop down)

3. A box will generate. Click
Add-Ins on left-hand side



B. Using the Solver-Overview

4. Once Add-ins is selected,
Choose Excel Add-Ins from the
drop down option found at the
bottom of the window. Then click
“Go”

5. Make sure the Solver Add-in is
checked, then click “OK”
The “Solver?” Add-In will install
itself. You should now be able to
find the icon under the "Data"
tab, on the far right-hand side

Graph 

Enter Standard Absorbance Values Here 

Enter Standard Concentration Values 
Here 

Enter Control and Sample Names along 
with their Absorbance Values Here 

Results will be generated here. 
Be sure to hit Solve! 



C. Using the Solver-Step by Step

1. If you are using the general solver, it will have tabs that correlate to the number of standards in the kit. Start by selecting the tab
that contains the number of standards in your assay.

*****If you are using an assay specific solver, there will only be one tab to select. 

2. Next, you will need to
enter the concentrations of
your standards.  You can
find the correct standard
concentrations in the user’s
guide under the Materials
Provided section.

3. Navigate to the chart
below the graph. Enter the
concentrations into the
grey boxes.

**If you are using a solver 
specific to your assay, you 
may skip this step. 

4. Scroll to the top of the
spreadsheet and enter the
absorbance values of your
calibration standards in to
the grey boxes.

5. Enter the names of your
controls and samples along
with their absorbance
values into the grey boxes
in the chart at the bottom
of the sheet.



6. Once the data is entered,
navigate to the data tab
and click the Solver button
and click Solve and then
OK.

7. A box will generate.
Click “Solve”

8. Once the calculations are
made, a second box will
generate. Make sure “Keep
Solver Solution” is selected,
then click “OK”

D. Troubleshooting

Sometimes the line of best fit will either be a horizontal, flat line or it will not be close to any of the calibration points. This is fairly 
common and fairly easy to troubleshoot. The first thing you can try is to enter 1 into all the 4 yellow boxes next to the equation 
components below the graph, then clicking Solve to solve the equation of the line as described in the previous paragraph.   

If this does not work, try estimating where the line of best fit would intersect with the Y axis and enter that corresponds to it in the 
yellow box next to the C component and try solving the solver again.   

In this example above, the graph of the line would intersect the Y axis at approximately 0.32 (as demonstrated by the horizontal 
line). The value on the X axis that corresponds to this value is approximately 1.5, which is the number that would go in the yellow 
box next to C below the graph in the solver.  

If you try both of these suggestions and are still having issues, please send a copy of your solver to 
support.abraxis@us.goldstandarddiagnostics..  


